When young boys grow up, they try to emulate their heroes. Be it a fireman, a doctor or even an athlete,
young bgs watch their heroes every move and look forward to the day that they can be just like them. Today
through the many types of mass media young people can follow the careers of people from all over the globe
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home. High school athletes were often the subjects of young boys dreams and if they were family members
sometimes that was even better. Such was the case of Lou Pascarella. When he wiasgloester helping
to lead the 1948 CBA Football team to the City Championship, a young Mike DeLucia took notice. Mike
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great an impact he wd have on the CBA programs.

Mike was the oldest of eight children in a very athletically inclined and close knitsidettiamily. His parents
were willing to sacrifice to send Mike to CBA so that they could receive the best education possible. A very
talented and versatile athleddike spent two years representing CBA on the baseball diamond where he playec
for back to back city league championship teams. Mike played center field for the Golden Tornadoes and wa
an All City selection his junior yea That season, not only did excel at the plate, he went through the entire
season without making an error. Not too bad for his second sport.

But Mike was a tremendous football player. When Mike started at CBA as a freshman there was something |
him that legendary coach Walt Ludovico noticed. He was the only member of his class, one of the most
athletically gifted classes to ever attend CBA, to play on the varsity team that season. He learned his craft
behind senior all star Roy Spadafora and ¢&aent won the league and all city championship.

So when the 1951 season began, everyone was full of optimism. Coming into the season with 4 game winnil
streak, theeam had begun to assert itself on the field and learned how to win. In fact, in what I think is an
amazing stat, in the three years that Delucia was a varsity football st@Z&&Aahe NEVER played in a game
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they outscored their opponents by 1536, 230- 6. 196 +0. That means in his junior and senior years, CBA
opponents only scored one touchdown!!! Offensively, while Chuck Zimmermakrank Cappelletti were

getting the headlines for scoring points, Delucia at center anchored the line which included Dan DelLany and
Jim Fitzgerald and opened gaping holes for those storied backs to run through. He and the rest of the line ge
Zimmerman tle time to complete passes to Lennie Basile. On defense, Delucia was magnificent. He had a



