
 
 
The year was 1973 and although the people of the United States had just elected Richard Nixon to a landslide 
victory, their confidence in him was waning in light of the unraveling Watergate Scandal.  In Eastwood, 
however, there was no hesitation on the part of the Murphy family as they sent their youngest son Patrick to 
follow in the footsteps of older brothers Dan and Dave and attend Christian Brothers Academy.  Although like 
many of us, the youngest of the three boys was not enthralled with the idea of going to the all boys school on 
the east side.  However, he understood there to be no choice in the matter and resigned himself to hopping on 
the Centro Bus each day to take the trip to CBA. 
 
Pat was a gifted athlete who loved all sports.  For his first two years he played the staples of the time, football, 
basketball and baseball.    By his junior year he had decided to take the winter off and concentrate on football 
and baseball.  On the gridiron he was a hard nosed lineman who loved to hit.  He played through an injury 
during his senior year but was known 
 
Now aside from being an athlete, Pat was also kind of �D�Q�«�����:�H�O�O���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�H�U�������+�H���K�D�G���D�Q���R�X�W�J�R�L�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\��
and a great sense of humor and was always willing to go to great lengths to make other people laugh.  But as 
everyone knows especially with comedy, timing is everything and during the school day there are times when 
�Q�R�W���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�R�X�O�G���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���I�X�Q�Q�\�������,���K�D�Y�H���W�R���U�H�O�D�W�H���D���V�W�R�U�\���I�U�R�P���Q�R�Z���,���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Z�R�Q�¶�W���J�H�W��
�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���E�X�W���K�H�U�H���J�R�H�V�������'�X�U�L�Q�J���3�D�W�¶�V���V�H�Q�L�R�U���\�H�D�U�����.�H�Y�L�Q���&�R�Q�U�R�\���Z�D�V���D���I�L�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�������2�Q�H���G�D�\����
Pat was carried into his class and stood up in the back of the room.  Apparently he had made a bet with a few of 
his buddies that he could make it at least through Conroy�¶s class.  So there was Pat, motionless in the back 
�Z�K�L�O�H���.�H�Y�L�Q���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\���L�J�Q�R�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���Z�U�R�Q�J�«���D�I�W�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�����0�X�U�S�K�¶�V���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���S�L�F�N�H�G���K�L�P���X�S���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\��
�Z�H�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\�«�1�R�Z���K�R�Z���F�R�X�O�G���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���O�H�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�«���Z�H�O�O���,���J�X�H�V�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���W�K�D�W���&�R�Q�U�R�\��
was just happy that Murph was quiet during the class so why would he  
 
But Pats passion was baseball.  As a junior Murph had a solid season, pitching and playing first base for Coach 
Tom Petroff.  But it was a coaching change before his senior season that may have helped put Murph on the 
road to future success.  Young Pete Birmingham replaced Petroff as head coach for the 1977 season.  For the 
�I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���0�X�U�S�K�\�¶�V���F�D�U�H�H�U���K�H���Z�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���V�R�P�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�������%�L�U�P�L�Q�J�K�D�P���W�R�O�G���3�D�W���W�K�D�W���K�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���K�L�P���W�R���E�H���D��
leader on the team.  And lead he did.  That season the team had great success.  The 1976 �± 77 season was one of 
the most successful athletically in school history.  CBA teams won 7 out of the ten championships that year and 
baseball was one of them.  That year Pat pitched and played first base.  Pats toughness showed in several 


