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Brother ]osepii ]ozwiaiz, FSC was a true icon at CBA, ieaving an indelible mark on the school’s iiistory and community.
As the school’s iongest—serving Head of School in its 123-year iiis’cory, Brother Joe was instrumental in (iriving forward
CBA’s mission and Lasallian icientity, maizing it a model for our district and i)eyon(i.

[t was Juiy of 1965 that Brother Joe Legan his postuiancy to become a Brother of the Christian Sciloois, fresh off his
gra(iuation from De La Salle Coﬂegia’ce in Detroit where he grew up. He then went on to earn his bachelor’s (iegree from
Catholic University in DC before completing his gra(iuate studies at California Lutheran University where he served

in the Diocese of Orange, CA as a counselor and consultant for the Catholic Schools. Brother Joe took on a variety of

roles — from counselor to fundraiser to vocation director to administrator — in a variety of locations — from Detroit to
Lincroft to California to New York City.

Brother Joe had an extensive, well-travelled career as a Brother of the Christian Schools when he arrived at the CBA
campus in late summer 2009 to ]oecome Principai - repiacing Bro’ciier Tiiomas Zoppo. At that time, the sciiooi was
nearing the end of its To Be The Best Campaign, one of its most successful i—unciraising campaigns to date. With his
iea(iersiiip, CBA was put on a pa’cii for future success and grow’cii.

During his twelve years as Principai and President, Brother Joe initiated a Mission & Ministry team and increased
output from iacuity and staff formation programs while ieading two successful capitai campaigns. His iea(iersiiip iieipe(i
to grow and nurture relationships with CBA alumni and friends all over the country, resuiting in strong enrollment and
retention ciespite (iemograpiiic and economic ciiaiienges iacing private education in Central New York.

Under Brother Joe's iea(iersiiip, Alumni regionai events flourished across the country, from Rochester to New York City

and Boston to Wasiqington, DC, Houston and Florida. This year marks the 13th year that CBA has visited Fioricla,
speciiicaiiy N apies — one of the first stops on our journey.

In 2014, Brother Joe directed the Board of Trustees to review our strategic pian in preparation for a compreiiensive
campaign. After gaining approvai, he impiementeci a master facilities pian that incorporateci feedback from neariy 100
peopie associated with CBA - from trustees and alumni, to parents and staff, students and iacui’cy.

Under Brother Joe's initiative, the school’s needs were put front and center in the form of a ieasii)iiity s’cucly, which led to
the launch of Our Mission Their Future — a $9 miiiion, then $1 1 miiiion, then $13 miHion—Pius effort! As a result
of this monumental effort, CBA’s endowment saw a growtil of over $5 million and there were major renovations to our
campus ]ouii(iings, setting CBA up for success in the years to come.

In 2015, the CBA community gatiiere(i to celebrate Brother Joe's Jui)iiee year as a Christian Brother. That same year,
after tiiougiitiui and strategic pianning , Brother Joe impiemen‘ceci the President/ Principai model to aid in aciiieving greater
success for his school. This innovative model was (iesignecl to create a unified iea(iersiiip team that promo’ce(i eﬂieiency in
decision maieing while also removing any barriers of communication between administration and staff. Brother Joe was
named as presi(ient and Matthew Keougii as principai. Under the President/ Principai model, Brother Joe provi(ie(i strong
guiciance and direction while also encouraging collaboration among staff members. In addition, he took the time to ensure
that everyone understood the vision for the school and how each person could contribute to its success.

The results were remarkable — tiirougil Brother Joe's iea(iersilip, he had been able to impiemen’c a model that truiy made
a positive impact on both students and iacuity alike. The resuiting partnersi'iip has i)rougii’c even more prestige and
accompiisilments to Christian Brothers Acaciemy, a testament to both men, their ieaclership, their collaboration, and
their fondness for one another.

Brother Joe's unwavering commitment to CBA’s mission was evident in every aspect of his work. His dedication to
creating a supportive environment for students , iacui’cy, staii, and families alike was unparaiieiecl. Under his iea(iersiiip,

CBA receive(i national recognition as a Blue-Ribbon Sciiooi of Exceiience n Novemi)er 2019.

Brother Joe is well-known for his joviai personaiity and kind nature, maizing him a favorite among students, parents,
iacui’cy and staff. He is an attentive listener who aiways has time to offer spiri’cuai gui(iance when needed. His tiiougiitiui
counsel has iarough’c comfort to many as he iieips them work tiirougil difficult decisions.

As we honor Brother Joe as this year's Purpie & Gold recipient, we recognize that his iegacy will continue to inspire

generations of CBA students to come. He will aiways be remembered for his selflessness, kindness, and unwavering
dedication to the Lasallian mission. Thank you for everything you have done for our communit g Brother Joe.
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